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Grade: 11  	 
Lesson Subject/Topic: Understanding Poetic Form and Devices via Music 
Discipline focus: English 

	Student Learning Goal(s): 1) Students will learn to analyze the elements of a poem and understand how these elements function to create meaning. 2) Students will represent their understanding of the aforementioned goal through a detailed annotation of popular song lyrics which they will present to the class. 

	Standards:

Virginia English SOL 11.4 – Students will…
f. understand how the sound of a poem (rhyme, rhythm, onomatopoeia, repetition, alliteration, assonance, and parallelism) supports the subject, mood, and theme.
g. explain how imagery and figures of speech appeal to the reader’s sense and experience.

NETS-s for Students – 
4. Technology Communication Tools
Students…
a. use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences.
5. Technology Research Tools
Students…
a. use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.

	Essential Questions:
How are literary devices used to enhance poetry and its meaning? Is music poetry? How do rhythm, meter, and sound devices mold meaning in both poetry and music? Why do music and poetry produce visceral reactions in an audience?

	Assessment(s): Formative assessment of student understanding of poetic elements during full-class discussion of prior knowledge. Summative assessment of the group annotation and presentation of selected song lyrics. 

	Resources:
Online lyrics databases - 
www.genius.com
www.metrolyrics.com

	Materials: Laptops with internet access (for Google Docs & song lyrics research); teacher iPad (for Doceri); Teacher microphone (for presentations)



Adaptations for Differentiated Instruction: Extra support and scaffolding will be provided throughout the lesson, especially for ELLs and students with special needs. Annotation groups will be heterogeneous, allowing struggling readers to learn from their peers. This will also present an opportunity for high-level students to act as informal teaching assistants and build leadership skills. Additionally, other technologies, such as sound recordings of songs selected for annotation, will be used to incorporate UDL.


	Lesson Component 
	Teacher
	Student

	Engage & Hook
	At the start of this class, students will be asked to write a brief response to the question “Is music poetry?” in their journals. 

The teacher will then invite students to engage in a brief discussion, during which she will summarize and display shared ideas on the front screen using her iPad and Doceri presentation app (Activating/Generating Knowledge LAT).

Plan B:  Write ideas that students share on the whiteboard.

	The students will answer the question quietly in their journals, based on their prior knowledge of music and poetry.

Then, the students will be asked to share their thoughts in a brief class discussion.  




	Explain & Model
	Based on the background knowledge the students already have about the relationship of music and poetry, the teacher will use the Doceri app to lead a Think-Aloud annotation of pre-selected song lyrics (Directed/Guided Reading LAT).

Plan B: Write a verse and chorus of the song lyrics on the whiteboard and annotate with a different color marker.

	After the teacher models one verse of annotation, students will be prompted to use the background knowledge they have about poetic form and devices to assist the teacher in completing her annotation of the song. When the annotation is complete, the teacher will share the annotation with the students via Google Docs use as a model for the following group activity.

Plan B: Students will copy lyrics and annotations from the board into their notebooks for reference during group work.


	Explore & Apply
	Teacher will assign students to heterogeneous groups and explain the group activity, for which written instructions will be displayed on the front screen of the classroom, as well as distributed via handout to each group.  She will encourage students to reference the model annotation and listen to recorded versions of selected songs, accessible online at genius.com.  She will also briefly highlight other useful features of genius.com (further background information on allusions, meaning, etc.  if students get stuck in their analysis). 

When each group appears to be finished with the annotation, allow students 15 minutes to plan a brief presentation of their annotation, making sure to include an explanation of how the rhythm, devices, etc. make meaning in the lyrics. She will stress that each student in the group must explain at least one aspect of the poem, and students may write down what they would like to say on flashcards (provided on teacher’s desk)
	Working with laptops in heterogeneous groups, students will select a song of their choosing, locate lyrics on an online lyrics database like genius.com, and annotate these lyrics in a shared Google doc. (Sharing/Collaboration LAT). They must account for rhythm, meter, tone, and at least two other poetic devices in the lyrics. Students should include a key on the document to explain their annotations.

Plan B: Students will use markers and poster board to annotate their selected lyrics.

Students will divide the formal structures and sound devices they will explain to the class, deciding on an order in which each group member will speak. They will also discuss how each device contributes to overall meaning and be prepared to explain this to the class, as well.

	Evaluate & Close
	Teacher will bring the class together and prepare everyone to watch and listen attentively as their classmates present. To do so, she will pull up each group’s Google Doc annotations on her laptop so they may display their pages on the front screen.

She will be taking notes and evaluating student annotations as she watches. She will “share” all group annotations with the whole class for reference as Poetry Unit continues. “Rubric” in appendix.

Plan B: If poster board and markers are used for annotation group work, she will display posters around the room for future reference.
	Students will present (Speaking LAT) their annotated lyrics on their Google docs. They will watch and listen attentively and respectfully as their classmates present.  

Plan B: If poster board and markers were used, students will present these at the front of the class.

Students will be invited and encouraged to take notes on their classmates’ presentations. They will receive viewing access via Google docs to their peers’ annotations.





Lyric Annotation Check List

________ Title of Song appears at top of document (1 point)

________ Lyrics to one verse and one refrain are included (2 pts)

________ Document shows annotation of five literary elements (5 pts)

	- Three of these elements MUST be: rhyme, refrain, & tone

_________ Document includes key to explain annotations (1 pts)

_________ Annotations are accurate and detailed (2 pts)

_________ Brief statement of overall theme appears on document (2  pts)

_________ Document is neatly laid-out and readable (2 pts)


