

	Title/Topic: Envisioning Your Own Personal Hell: Re-Imagining the Levels of Hell in Dante’s Inferno
	Grade: 12

	Essential Questions:
	How does Dante’s conceptualization of levels of sin/Hell apply to our own lives? 

	
Objectives:

Standards of Learning:
	By the end of two lessons students will apply Dante’s conceptualization of levels of sin/Hell to their own lives through a creative presentation assessed by the teacher using a rubric and by fellow students through a peer evaluation. The students will also submit a one-page reflection to justify the order of their layers of Hell, assessed by the teacher using a rubric.

English SOLs:
12.1	The student will make a formal oral presentation in a group or individually.
a) Choose the purpose of the presentation. 
b) Choose vocabulary, language, and tone appropriate to the audience, topic, and purpose. 
c) Use details, illustrations, statistics, comparisons, and analogies to support the presentation.
d) Use media, visual literacy, and technology skills to create and support the presentation. 
e) Use grammatically correct language, including vocabulary appropriate to the topic, audience, and purpose.
i) Critique effectiveness of presentations.
12.6	The student will develop expository and informational, analyses, and persuasive/argumentative writings.
a) Generate, gather, and organize ideas for writing to address a specific audience and purpose.
b) Produce arguments in writing that develop a thesis to demonstrate knowledgeable judgments, address counterclaims, and provide effective conclusions. 
c) Clarify and defend a position with precise and relevant evidence. 
d) Adapt content, vocabulary, voice, and tone to audience, purpose, and situation. 
e) Use a variety of rhetorical strategies to accomplish a specific purpose. 
f) Create arguments free of errors in logic and externally supported. 
g) Revise writing for clarity of content, depth of information and technique of presentation. 
h) Use computer technology to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish writing.

ISTE NETS-s Standards
Standard 2. Communication and collaboration
a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.
b. Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.
c. Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other cultures.
Standard 6. Technology operations and concepts Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations.
a. Understand and use technology systems.

Select and use applications effectively and productively.

	
Materials Needed:
	Project Description Handout
Rubric for project
Computers with internet access (for Prezi software)
Poster paper; coloring supplies
Peer evaluation forms
Projector
b. Moral dilemma scenario handout

	Resources:
	Hopkins, D. (2011). 10 more moral dilemmas. Retrieved from http://listverse.com/2011/04/18/10-more-moral-dilemmas/
Outline of Inferno -- Canto by Canto (http://www.italianstudies.org/hui235/outline_of_inferno.htm)
Oral Presentation Sample Rubrics (hplengr.engr.wisc.edu/Rubric_Presentation.doc)

	Instructional Strategies and Timing

Opening/Hook to engage learners and activate prior knowledge

Middle Activities 

Closing activity (to summarize, Ticket to Leave, etc.)

	Day 1:
· DO NOW: List/draw/outline Dante’s circles of Hell 
· Introduce creative project (“Envisioning Your Own Personal Hell: Re-Imagining the Levels of Hell in Dante’s Inferno Project”) using Project Description 
· Independent work on 1-page reflection paper for creative project 
· Teacher-led tutorial on using Prezi 
· Independent work on project on computers or hand-drawn posters 
· Summarizer: With a partner, share what you consider to be the highest (least sinful) level of Hell
Day 2: 
· Do Now: moral dilemma scenario think-pair-share
· Presentation of creative projects using student-chosen medium
Students fill out peer evaluation forms for each presentation. 
· Summarizer: Tally which sins the class viewed as the most severe versus least severe on the board through whole-class discussion. 

Plan B:
Students will only present using hand-drawn posters and not Prezi

	Formative and Summative Assessments:
	
Formative: Summarizers
· Summative: One-page reflection paper, Presentation, Peer evaluations

	Differentiation/
Adaptations:
Students have the option of using Prezi (on the computer) or hand-drawn posters.






Envisioning Your Own Personal Hell:
Re-Imagining the Levels of Hell in Dante’s Inferno Project

Wallace Fowlie (1981) writes that, when teaching Inferno, he considers the descent into Hell as a descent into Dante’s subconscious “in order to understand why he is lost, why he is estranged” (p. 1). Fowlie (1981) argues that “in order to justify and understand himself, a man has to know the worst about himself… those experiences, often forgotten or concealed, that have alienated him from the order of the world” (p. 1). Understanding darkness – fear, ugliness, unhappiness – is part of understanding oneself. Studying how Dante envisions the layers of Hell, therefore, provides a glimpse into how Dante understands the nature of human immorality and the idea of evil. But what of our own experiences?

For this project, you have the opportunity to re-image the structure of Hell based on your own personal understanding of human darkness. You may simply rearrange the levels that Dante provides in the Inferno, or you may substitute levels for different “sins.” You must be able to justify why you have ranked your layers of Hell in that order through both a brief written response and a 3-minute presentation.

To complete the assignment, each student must fulfill the following tasks:
· Determine your own order for the circles of Hell, maintaining a total of nine layers.
· Write a one-page rationale to justify why you ranked your layers in that order.
· Present your re-imaged layers of Hell to your peers using a visual aid (e.g. Prezi, poster, etc.) in a 3-minute formal presentation.
· Fill out a peer evaluation form to provide classmates with feedback on their argument and presentation.

Projects will be assessed using the attached rubric and peer evaluation forms.


Inferno Project Rubric:

	
	9-10 pts = Exceeds Expectations
	7-8 pts = Meets Expectations
	6 or fewer pts = Below Expectations

	Organization of Layers
	Re-imagined structure of Hell is well-organized; there are 9 layers.
	Re-imagined structure of Hell is somewhat organized; the project includes only 7-8 layers.
	Re-imagined structure of Hell is not well-organized; the project includes 6 or fewer layers.


	Rationale
	Order of re-imagined layers of Hell is well-supported; the structure is clearly justified with at least one justification for each layer; student justifies both each individual layer and compares severity of each layer’s sinfulness to justify order of levels. 
	Order of re-imagined layers of Hell is somewhat supported; the structure is justified with at least one justification for most layers; student justifies most individual layers; student fails to compare the severity of each layer’s sinfulness to justify order of levels.
	Order of re-imagined layers of Hell is unsupported; the structure is not justified with at least one justification for most layers; student merely ranks levels without justification.

	Presentation Structure
	Presentation is well-structured and follows most of the conventions of the students’ chosen medium (e.g. Prezi, poster, etc.).
	Presentation is structured and follows some conventions of the students’ chosen medium (e.g. Prezi, poster, etc.).
	Presentation is not structured and fails to follow the conventions of the students’ chosen medium (e.g. Prezi, poster, etc.)

	Oral Presentation
	Presenter uses appropriate body language (eye contact, demonstrative gestures, engaged physical stance); presenter speaks with a clear, audible voice; presentation meets within 1 minute of the time constraints.
	Presenter sometimes uses appropriate body language (eye contact, demonstrative gestures, engaged physical stance); presenter speaks with a clear, audible voice for more than half of the presentation; presentation lasts for 1-2 minutes or more than 4 minutes.
	Presenter does not maintain appropriate body language (eye contact, demonstrative gestures, engaged physical stance); presenter is inaudible or speaks unclearly; presentation lasts for only 1 minute

	Creativity and Effort
	Presentation (especially visual aid) is aesthetically appealing and demonstrates that the student put exceptional effort into the project; visuals enhance the presentation
	Presentation (especially visual aid) is aesthetically appealing and demonstrates that the student put appropriate effort into the project; visuals match the presentation, although they might not necessarily enhance the presentation.
	Presentation is not aesthetically appealing (especially visual aid) is aesthetically appealing and demonstrates that the student put minimal effort into the project. Visuals may be missing or detrimental to the presentation.

	Grammar and Mechanics 
	Presentation (visual aid and 1-page rationale) has fewer than 3 grammatical errors.
	Presentation has 3-6 grammatical errors, but the errors do not impede or distract from reader’s/viewer’s understanding.
	Presentation has more than 6 grammatical errors, which impede or distract from the reader’s/viewer’s understanding.

	Peer Evaluation
	On average, peers evaluated the presenter as fulfilling the presentation criteria. 
	On average, peers evaluated the presenter as somewhat fulfilling the presentation criteria. 
	On average, peers evaluated the presenter as not fulfilling the presentation criteria. 

	Total Points 
(out of 70)
	
	
	























Peer Evaluation Form

Name of Presenter:

Please circle “yes,” “somewhat,” or “no” to evaluate if the presenter fulfilled the following criteria:

Presenter uses appropriate body language		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO
(e.g. eye contact, demonstrative 
gestures, engaged physical stance)

Presenter speaks with a clear, audible voice		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO

Re-imagined structure of Hell is well-organized		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO

Visual aid enhances the presentation			YES		SOMEWHAT	NO


Peer Evaluation Form
Name of Presenter:

Please circle “yes,” “somewhat,” or “no” to evaluate if the presenter fulfilled the following criteria:

Presenter uses appropriate body language		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO
(e.g. eye contact, demonstrative 
gestures, engaged physical stance)

Presenter speaks with a clear, audible voice		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO

Re-imagined structure of Hell is well-organized		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO

Visual aid enhances the presentation			YES		SOMEWHAT	NO


Peer Evaluation Form
Name of Presenter:

Please circle “yes,” “somewhat,” or “no” to evaluate if the presenter fulfilled the following criteria:

Presenter uses appropriate body language		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO
(e.g. eye contact, demonstrative 
gestures, engaged physical stance)

Presenter speaks with a clear, audible voice		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO

[bookmark: _GoBack]Re-imagined structure of Hell is well-organized		YES		SOMEWHAT	NO

Visual aid enhances the presentation			YES		SOMEWHAT	NO


Moral Dilemma Scenarios

Scenario 1:

Jim has the responsibility of filling a position in his firm. His friend Paul has applied and is qualified, but someone else seems even more qualified. Jim wants to give the job to Paul, but he feels guilty, believing that he ought to be impartial. That’s the essence of morality, he initially tells himself. This belief is, however, rejected, as Jim resolves that friendship has a moral importance that permits, and perhaps even requires, partiality in some circumstances. So he gives the job to Paul. Was he right?


Scenario 2:

You are an inmate in a concentration camp. A sadistic guard is about to hang your son who tried to escape, and is telling you to pull the chair out from under him. He says that if you don’t do so, the guard will kill not only your son who tried to escape, but also your other son, who is another innocent inmate. You have no doubt that he means what he says. What would you do?


Scenario 3:

You have witnessed a man rob a bank, but then, he did something completely unusual and unexpected with the money. He donated it to an orphanage that was poor, run-down and lacking in proper food, care, water and amenities. The sum of money would be a great benefit to the orphanage, and the children’s lives would turn from poor to prosperous. Would you:
a. Call the police and report the robber, even though they would likely take the money away from the orphanage?
b. Do nothing and leave the robber and the orphans alone?


Scenario 4:

You are head of a student council at a high school, and are faced with a difficult decision regarding a grade-twelve girl’s risky, last-resort choice. This girl is an honor student. All through her academic years, she has obtained straight A’s, has many friends and has never been disciplined by the principal. However, near the end of her grade twelve year, she fell ill with the flu and fell way behind in her school work. She missed three weeks of class, which resulted in her having to rush a report that would be worth 40% of English, a required graduation subject in her curriculum. She was so desperate about the report that she went online and passed off a report she found on that subject as her own. Her English teacher caught her and has referred her to you. If you enter on her academic record that she plagiarized, she will likely not be eligible to be accepted into William & Mary, a school she has dreamed of attending all through high school and needs in order to fulfill her academic and future dreams. What would you do?


Hopkins, D. (2011). 10 more moral dilemmas. Retrieved from http://listverse.com/2011/04/18/10-more-moral-dilemmas/
