Timelines

	Strand
	History

	Topic
	Timelines

	Primary SOL
	1.1 The student will interpret information presented in picture timelines to show sequence of events and will distinguish among past, present, and future.

	Related SOL
	C/T K -2.2 A. Use content specific tools, software, and simulations to complete projects.

	Background Information
	Students will understand that events can be shared and presented in the form of a timeline. Timelines show a sequence of events.  Anyone can create a timeline.  

	Hook/Engage
	Show students the video "President Fun Facts” seen here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_8yQ2plaAE OR 
Kid President Meets the President seen here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TssZ9Uma1-w

	Vocabulary
	Define:  
- Past: Things that have already happened 
- Present: Things that are happening right now 
- Timelines show the sequence of events occurring in the past, present, and future. 


	
	Plan A
	Plan B

	Materials
	· Computer with internet connection
· Screen/Whiteboard
· http://pbskids.org/democracy/be-president/
· http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/

	
· Chart Paper
· Marker
· Paper, crayons
· Meter stick or piece of molding for placing and arranging timeline events

	Student/Teacher Actions (delivery)
	
· Tell students that as a class they will plan their day as president 
· Open the site and project it on the overhead http://pbskids.org/democracy/be-president/
· Read the questions on the PBS tool and ask students what events/options to choose as the class goes through the activity.  Two examples of questions are: “What do you do before your first appointment?” “A. Take a swim B. Practice putting golf balls C. Take a walk with your pet D. Go for a quick jog.” and “Who is your first appointment with?” “A. The members of the white house staff B. The Deputy Director of the CIA C. The National Security Advisor D. An official from Virginia.”
· After the class selects everything they would do as a president on the a newsletter showcasing all of the events will display 
· Next, introduce the concept of a timeline and tell students that timelines are one way to present a sequence of events. Explain that timelines can show events that occur in different timeframes: hours, days, weeks, years and that we could use a timeline to share the activities and events we chose for the president’s day
· Open http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/ and project this on the screen and tell students that as group we are going to map our day as president on a timeline
· Ask students what happened first, add the event and time on the interactive timeline
· Then ask what happened next, students should decide where to place the next event 
· Review how events are spaced on a timeline
· Continue until timeline is complete
	
· As a group the students will discuss what they would do if they were a president for the day, the teacher will ask them to think about what they would do in the morning, afternoon and night
· The teacher will write their ideas in order on chart paper
· The teacher will assign students or groups of students to draw pictures of the events
· The teacher will bring students to the carpet and introduce the concept of a timeline and tell students that timelines are one way to present a sequence of events.  The teacher should explain that timelines show events that occur in different timeframes: hours, days, weeks, and years.
· Tell students that as group we are going to map our day as president on a timeline
· The teacher will hold up a meter stick or piece of molding and explain that the earliest events/the morning events will be placed at one end and we will be placing the events in order
· The teacher will go through their list of recorded events, as they are read the student will be asked to bring up their picture and the students will decide where it should be placed.
· Teacher will review how events are spaced on a timeline

	Assessment
	Formative: Students’ abilities to orally state sequence of events when building timeline as class.  Summative: Students’ will be provided with a blank timeline print out and will create a timeline of their day at school and will list 5 events.   
	Formative: Students’ abilities to sort the events they created when building timeline as class.
Summative:  Students’ will be provided with a blank timeline print out and will create a timeline of their day at school and will list 5 events.   


	Extensions and Connections
	If this lesson is taught in February it could lead into a discussion about President’s Day.  Students could first create KWL charts about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington and then look at online interactive timelines of their lives or search for information on these presidents online.  The lives of these presidents could then be compared and contrast.

1.3 The student will discuss the lives of people associated with Presidents’ Day, Columbus Day, and the events of Independence Day (Fourth of July). 

1.2 The student will describe the stories of American leaders and their contributions to our country, with emphasis on George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, George Washington Carver, and Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Background:
Students will understand that Presidents’ Day is a day to remember all United States presidents. 

	Strategies for Differentiation
	· The students will have the opportunity to visually see the questions being asked when creating the president’s schedule and see/read the events when building the timeline. The teacher will also orally read the questions and events for those with visual impairments or those who are struggling readers.
· Pictures can be added to the class timeline to help with comprehension and also to help those who are struggling readers.
· Students with special needs can receive additional assistance when completing the summative assessment and the teacher can prompt the student to find certain events to help organize the events chronologically. 
· If students seem to have difficulty recalling the events in the president’s day the class can create the timeline on the events in their day, which may be more familiar and less abstract.
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