

Grade Level: 5th

Determining Plagiarism

Content Area(s): English Language Arts and Reading and Social   Studies
Content  Standards (TEKS):
24) Research/Gathering Sources. Students determine, locate, and explore the full range of relevant sources addressing a research question and systematically record the information they gather. Students are expected to:
(D) identify the source of notes (e.g., author, title, page number) and record bibliographic information concerning those sources according to a standard format; and

(E) differentiate between paraphrasing and plagiarism and identify the importance of citing valid and reliable sources.

(B) describe the accomplishments of significant individuals during the colonial period, including William Bradford, Anne Hutchinson, William Penn, John Smith, John Wise, and Roger Williams.

Technology  Standards (ISTE):
b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media
c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks d. Process data and report results

Lesson objective(s):
1. The Students will be able to properly navigate the internet and collect three relevant and credible sources related to their topics.

2. The students will be able to create a properly formatted research document about the topic including a citation of the three sources.

3. The students will be able to identify plagiarism and paraphrasing from a list of various examples.

4. Students will be able to be able to relate significant figures from the colonial period into the information being    researched.

Procedures:
This activity will introduce to the students the importance of using proper sources, and how to identify the differences between plagiarism and paraphrasing. First, students will be divided into two teams. On the first team, each member will be given an article. On the other team, students will be given essays and citation sheets. The students will be asked to find the matching article to their citation sheet. From there, the pairs of students will carefully review the essays looking for plagiarism, paraphrasing, and proper incorporation of information from the articles into the essays. They will be asked to highlight, write, and draw on the essays while being critical and mindful of these elements.
Through this research experience students will have the opportunity to further their knowledge of a historical figure that they are learning about in 5th grade social studies.

Next, the teacher will provide each student with a different colonial figure as a topic, and a specific set of 6 questions pertaining to their historical person: 3 that will be answered online, and 3 to be answered in a book. Students will be given time to properly answer given questions, as well as retrieve any and all information that is beneficial to citing a book or website. Then, students will be asked to take the answers they retrieved, and put them into a short research essay, along with a citation page. Once the short essay is drafted by hand, students will exchange papers with one another to peer edit and review. Students will be primarily looking for paraphrasing, plagiarism, proper works cited, as well as other elements such as misspelled words, run­on sentences, etc. Once the peer edits are finished, students will use computers and a Word Document to type their essays, and can use the internet for citing purposes. The teacher will have the students use websites like BibMe and Easy Bib to see the differences between manually entering citations, and having them generated for you. Once the essays are complete, they will be turned in for review by the teacher.

Assessment:
To grade the partner activities, I will primarily look to see how attentive the students were to analyzing the information. I will look at their notes, and see how many improper items they found regarding citation in the papers they were given.
To grade the short essays that the students created, I will primarily be looking for proper in text citation, and no paraphrasing or plagiarism. I will be looking for evidence that the student fully understands how to create an essay

from their own knowledge, and not the work of someone else. I will also want to check for proper works cited/ bibliography pages. I will look at structure, credibility, and execution of all of these elements. I think that a check list regarding the paper would be the best way to assess these skills. To ensure that the students can identify the elements of a plagiarized/paraphrased paper, and that they can find proper sources and generate them, I could create a quiz to assess their knowledge of these skills.

Materials:
Pencils, papers, various articles and example short essays, computers, online web access, Word Documents, books for reference.
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