Sculpture and National Symbols Lesson Plan

	Title:
Sculpture in Our Nation
	Content Area/s: Social Studies and Visual Art

	Grade Level: 1

	SOLs:
History and Social Studies SOL 1.11 The student will recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster patriotism in the United States by a) identifying the American flag, bald eagle, Washington Monument, and Statue of Liberty. 
Art SOL 1.14 The student will identify American cultural symbols and events depicted in art.
Art SOL 1.16 The student will describe the visual qualities and content of works of art.
National Standards:
National Art Education Association VaCr2.1.1a: Students will explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 

	Lesson Objectives:
1. Given modeling clay, students will create one original 3-D model of a sculpture depicting a national symbol- the American flag, bald eagle, Washington Monument, Statue of Liberty or another national symbol of their choice (Liberty Bell, Lincoln Memorial, etc…)  
2. Students will define what a sculpture is and give one example.
3. Students will identify Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi and identify one of his famous works of sculpture. 
	Resources (Texts & Technology):
-Overhead projector, Modeling clay (color variety), 10 sheets of cardstock, 20 paper plate
-Virtual tour of Statue of Liberty found at http://www.nps.gov/featurecontent/stli/eTour.htm
-Optional: History Channel video of Statue of Liberty construction (play from 0:00-1:17 found at http://www.history.com/topics/statue-of-liberty
-Pictures of sculptures: running man sculpture, Williamsburg sculpture (TJ statue), The Thinker, animal sculpture, abstract sculpture, large vs. small sculpture, sculpture from around the world (Pyramid of Giza or Sphinx), national sculptures (Lincoln Mem., Washington Monument, Statue of Liberty)
-Statue of Liberty photos from National Park Service gallery found at http://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=FB826465-155D-451F-6719C52FE2FAC2FE)
-PowerPoint presentation to display pictures and virtual tour
-National Monuments or Symbols early readers

	Exploratory Introduction
Materials: PowerPoint displaying pictures of sculptures (listed below) and projector

	Procedure
Display picture of running feet sculpture. Ask students to volunteer observations on what they observe. Display pictures of a familiar sculpture (Thomas Jefferson in Williamsburg) and ask students to tell a partner who the person is and why someone created the sculpture of him. Explain that sculptures represent important ideas or events, like other forms of art. Teacher displays a picture of The Thinker and ask students to mimic the pose. Ask, what do they think the figure is doing? Why do you think the artist (vocab: sculptor) did that? 
Teacher displays pictures of a variety of sculptures so students experience artistic range- big vs. small, abstract vs. concrete, human vs. animal figures. 
Teacher displays famous national sculptures. Students verbally respond to the question if they have seen any of these sculptures or seen sculptures similar to these. This is the transition to the role that national symbols play in sculpture. 
	Assessment
Formative: 
Observation of participation in group discussion 

	Content Focus 
Materials: Statue of Liberty video, Frederic-Auguste sculpture pictures, overhead projector, modeling clay, 20 paper plates

	Procedure
Introduce famous sculptor: Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi. The class then takes Virtual Tour of Statue of Liberty on National Park Service website. The teacher navigates mouse but allows students to tell the instructor where to go based on their curiosities. (Note: Watch video on page 12 showing sculpting procedure.) During tour, explain background information about Bartholdi and how he built the sculpture to students.
 Objective Questions: Ask students 1) What is the figure in the statue doing? And 2) What types of materials do you see in the construction of the statue? 
Reflective Questions: Ask students 1) What does the Statue of Liberty make you think of? And 2) Have you seen anything (any sculptures or pieces of art) similar to the Statue of Liberty?
Interpretive Questions: Ask students 1) Why did Bartholdi choose to put the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor and 2) Why do you think Bartholdi chose the date July 4, 1776 to write on the tablet? 
Decisional Question: Ask students 1) Did Bartholdi do a good job of representing (symbolizing) the United States of America with the Statue of Liberty? And 2) how would you interpret and re-create a national symbol that is important to them?
Student Engagement:
Teacher explains that everyone is a sculptor and will create a 3-D model of a national symbol. Students can use pictures of symbols displayed on overhead to guide them. If students have another idea for a national symbol, they may ask to have it approved by instructor. Teacher distributes materials and asks students to individually create their 3D models.  Students will display their models on paper plate once finished. 
	Assessment
Formative: 
Student responses to questions
Class explanation of how Statue of Liberty was built
Student participation and engagement in 

Summative: 
Student sculpture is 3-dimensional and is modeled after one of the 5 national symbols discussed in class or an approved alternative. 


	Lesson Expansion/Closure
Materials: 10 sheets of cardstock paper cut in half

	Procedures
Set up “Ms. Seftas Art Gallery.” Each student writes his/her name on a placard and the title “Sculptor” and sets it up next to their clay model on their desk. Each student quietly walks around the room, observing and admiring one another’s sculptures. 
Have a class discussion: What was one of your favorite pieces and why? What was hard about making your sculptures? What did you discover about sculpture that you didn’t know before? 
Complete post-assessment.
	Assessment
Formative: 
Observation of student verbal responses in group discussion
Observation of student participation and engagement in Art Gallery activity 

Summative:
Post-Assessment

	Assessment/s:
Formative: Pre-assessment, student responses, student observations of sculptures, participation in group activities and discussion
Summative: 3D sculpture of national symbol model, post-assessment

Multiple choice question or non-reader counterpart:
All discussion questions will be given verbally. During Pre- and Post-Assessment, the instructor will read the question and answer choices out loud. The Pre- and Post- Assessment includes both open-ended and multiple choice questions. 

Differentiation Strategies/Activities: Students are given opportunity to work as individuals, partners, and whole group discussion. Students demonstrate knowledge of sculpture by both explaining and applying. Assessing knowledge of examples will be completed either verbal or drawing the example. Individual student pacing is taken into account.
	Extension Activities/
Interdisciplinary Links:
Students can explore the virtual tour of the Statue of Liberty individually or in small groups. 
Students can also read more about the Statue of Liberty at National Geographic Kids or read early readers about famous national monuments. 
The lesson is linked to a mathematics lesson on height and weight and science lesson on strength of metals, weight. This can also be linked to history lesson on the Franco-American relationship. 



Note: This lesson is to be taught after the lesson on national symbols. During extension activity, other classes may be invited to view student’s artwork if they wish.

Key Vocabulary Terms
Sculpture: The process or art of carving or molding clay, stone, metal etc. into works of art.
Sculptor: An artist who makes sculptures
National Symbol: An object that represents an idea or value of a nation 


	
	Exceed Expectations 
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Points

	Social Studies
	Demonstrated knowledge of national symbols by verbally identifying and/or modeling their sculpture after the Washington Monument, eagle, flag, the Statue of Liberty or another approved national symbol (Liberty Bell, Lincoln Mem…) (9-10 pts)
	Demonstrated knowledge of national symbols by verbally identifying 2-3 of the following symbols: Washington Monument, eagle, flag and Statue of Liberty. (6-8 pts)
	Student demonstrated limited knowledge of national symbols by identifying only one national symbol. (0-5 pts)
	

	Critical Thinking
	Student provided thoughtful reflections in response to Nelson’s 4 critical thinking categories. (9-10 pts)
	Student provided thoughtful reflections in response to 2-3 of Nelson’s critical thinking categories. (6-8 pts)
	Student responded to only one of Nelson’s critical thinking categories or did not respond to any. (0-5 pts)
	

	Visual Arts
	Student correctly defines what a sculpture is and provides 3 or more examples. Student identifies who Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi is and one major work of art. Student can describe how characteristics of Statue of Liberty reflect artist’s views of nation. (9-10 pts)
	Student correctly defines (verbally) what a sculpture is and provides 1-2 examples. Student identifies who Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi is and one major work (6-8 pts). 
	Student is unable to define what a sculpture is and cannot provide any examples (0-5 pts)
	

	Art Production
	Student demonstrated excellent motor control in producing a 3D model (9-10 pts)
	Use of art materials was appropriate for grade level. Model may or may not have been 3D (6-8 pts)
	Student did not complete the art project or only partially completed it (0-5 pts). 
	

	Total: 40 points
	
	
	
	/40 points



Pre Assessment

Name______________________________________________________



Which one is a sculpture? 

  		
[image: kid-painting2Web-300x197]      [image: thomas_jefferson_statue]    [image: Sketch_of_Twilight_cover_by_BlueSun_sketches]
	
	
		

	What famous sculpture did Frederic-August Bartholdi make? 

	[image: liberty2005]      [image: T-05]     [image: Flickr-VanGogh-JFRichard]
		

What is one example of a sculpture? You may draw it if you wish. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________		______________________________________________________________________________

Pre Assessment (Expected results)

Name______________________________________________________



Which one is a sculpture? 

  		(The student will select the painting because that is the art form they are most familiar with)
          [image: kid-painting2Web-300x197]       [image: thomas_jefferson_statue]      [image: Sketch_of_Twilight_cover_by_BlueSun_sketches]	
		

	What famous sculpture did Frederic-August Bartholdi make? 

(Most students will randomly guess. Some will choose the painting, others the thinker. Few will choose the Statue of Liberty because most don’t associate statues with sculptures)
	[image: liberty2005]      [image: T-05]     [image: Flickr-VanGogh-JFRichard]
		

What is one example of a sculpture? You may draw it if you wish. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most students will not know this answer. They may say “a painting” or possibly “a statue”_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________		______________________________________________________________________________









Post Assessment

Name______________________________________________________



Which one is a sculpture? 

  		
          [image: kid-painting2Web-300x197]       [image: thomas_jefferson_statue]      [image: Sketch_of_Twilight_cover_by_BlueSun_sketches]	
		

	What famous sculpture did Frederic-August Bartholdi make? 

	[image: liberty2005]      [image: T-05]     [image: Flickr-VanGogh-JFRichard]
		

What is one example of a sculpture? You may draw it if you wish. 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________		______________________________________________________________________________












Post Assessment (expected results)

Name______________________________________________________



Which one is a sculpture? 

  		Students will circle the Statue of Thomas Jefferson 
          [image: kid-painting2Web-300x197]       [image: thomas_jefferson_statue]      [image: Sketch_of_Twilight_cover_by_BlueSun_sketches]	
		

	What famous sculpture did Frederic-August Bartholdi make? 
	
Students will circle the Statue of Liberty

	[image: liberty2005]      [image: T-05]     [image: Flickr-VanGogh-JFRichard]
		

What is one example of a sculpture? You may draw it if you wish. 
Most students will say the Statue of Liberty. Others may say the Statue of Thomas Jefferson, the Washington Memorial, the Liberty Bell, or another example that they remembered from the slide show____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________		______________________________________________________________________________

Biography: Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi
Sculpture is a form of artwork made by carving or molding clay, stone, metal or other materials (sculpture, n.d.). Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi is a sculptor from France. He made a very famous sculpture that everyone in the United States knows about- the Statue of Liberty. At first, Bartholdi studied to become an architect and painter. But he changed his mind after he went to Egypt and saw the large and impressive pyramids and sculptures there (National Park Service, 2014a). Bartholdi decided he wanted to create one of these huge sculptures. In 1865, he and several others agreed that a monument should be built to honor the friendship between France and the United States of America. Thus, in 1870 Bartholdi began designing the Statue of Liberty, whose real name is Liberty Enlightening the World. 
Actually, Bartholdi was so excited about huge sculptures that he worked on several other impressive monuments like the Statue of Liberty. Another one of Bartholdi’s great works is the Lion of Belfort, which is in France, to remember how bravely the French fought during a war with Germany (Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.). This beautiful red stone sculpture shows a lion standing on the side of a cliff looking very mighty. It is over thirty-six feet high and seventy-two feet long. Bartholdi has made many impressive sculptures during his life. 
Liberty Enlightening the World is meant to represent the United States. The statue is filled with symbolism that represents America’s values. The broken chains at the statue’s feet symbolize freedom. They are also meant to support and remember President Lincoln, who freed the African American men and women who were enslaved. Though the path to freedom and liberty is often filled with conflict, Bartholdi wanted the monument to be “lighting the way, peacefully and lawfully” to liberty (National Park Service, 2014b). The statue is holding a tablet in her left arm with the words “July 4, 1776” written in Roman Numerals to celebrate America’s independence from Britain. The headdress that the figure is wearing has seven spikes that represent the seven continents. The torch in the figure’s right hand is the flame that is enlightening the world. 
Bartholdi was the statue’s sculptor, however he asked his friend Alexandre Eiffel to help build the metal frame for the monument. Eiffel built the iron skeleton, then Bartholdi shaped and hammered copper plates into place to form the rest of the statue. The flame was made from placing gold leaf on a metal frame. The process of assembling and transporting the Lady of Liberty proved to be one of the artist’s greatest challenges. Bartholdi finished the statue in Paris in 1884. It was then taken apart and transported to New York harbor, where he then put it back together the next year. Finally, there was a huge celebration in New York where Bartholdi took down the flag that was covering the Statue of Liberty’s face so everyone could see her (National Park Service, 2014a). 
Sculpture as an art form has been continuously evolving as a visual art. Sculpture is most often a free-standing art forms and can range in size, subject and abstractness. Most people have encountered sculpture as an art form through statues and monuments. Bartholdi is a historical sculptor that will be remembered for his many contributions to this art form
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