		
Virtual Field Trip Learning Activity: Slavery at Monticello

Grade: 11th
Subject: AP U.S. History
Relevant Standards:
ISTE 3: Research and Information Fluency

b) Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media

c) Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks

C/T 9-12.2	Identify and use available technologies to help complete specific tasks.
A.	Identify the specific uses for various types of technology and digital resources.
Apply knowledge of different types of technology and digital resources to routine and complex tasks.
B.	Use content-specific tools, software, and simulations to approach projects.
Use specialized tools to assist with learning in various content areas.

C/T 9-12.9	Plan and apply strategies for gathering information, using a variety of tools and sources, and reflect on alternate strategies that might lead to greater successes in future projects.
A.	Use various technology and digital resources to collect information.
Perform research using a variety of purposefully chosen technology and digital resources.

USI.1	The student will demonstrate skills for historical and geographical analysis and responsible citizenship, including the ability to
a)	identify and interpret primary and secondary source documents to increase understanding of events and life in United States history to 1865;
e)	evaluate and discuss issues orally and in writing;
USI.5	The student will demonstrate knowledge of the factors that shaped colonial America by
c)	describing colonial life in America from the perspectives of large landowners, farmers, artisans, women, free African Americans, indentured servants, and enslaved African Americans;

Introduction:

	This lesson on slavery in the colonies, and how it relates to indentured servitude, will be taught as part of a larger unit on life in the colonies and early America. While the narratives of slavery that students explore are placed in a period that comes slightly after the colonial period of our current study, their experiences will be authentic representations of the lives of enslaved peoples in the colonial period. At the time of this lesson, students will already have acquired background knowledge on the lives of indentured servants and other types of laborers in the colonies, and they will have had brief experiences studying the lives of slaves and the Atlantic Slave Trade. This lesson will serve as an opportunity to explore, in-depth, the lives of enslaved peoples in the colonial period in order to more accurately contrast/compare their experiences with those of other laborers in this period. The teacher will emphasize that, although students will be participating in an activity that will allow them to get a more accurate glimpse of the experiences of enslaved people, it does not mean that they understand what it is like to be an enslaved person.

Brief Overview:

	Students will first be given background knowledge on the experiences of enslaved peoples/the slave trade by watching an engaging video from the Crash Course series. After this hook/introduction, students will get out their iPads and download the “Slavery at Monticello” app on their iPads. The teacher will instruct students to use the app to chronicle the life of an enslaved person at Monticello by listening/reading/watching and account of their life. They will be asked to answer a series of questions on the details of the enslaved person’s life. They will then be asked to write a diary entry (or perhaps a narrative dictated to someone who was literate) that chronicles the average day in the life of the enslaved person they chose to study. Finally, as an exit ticket, students will complete a Venn diagram that compares/contrasts plantation slavery to indentured servitude.

Rationale:

	While other activities (e.g. watching a film, looking at artifacts, or reading from the textbook) could have given students insights into the lives of slaves, the virtual field trip provides a particularly rich experience for students wanting to know the particularities of enslaved life. By chronicling the life of one enslaved person, about whom many details are known, students are able to humanize to subjects of our study, a gift that is rarely found through other methods of study. Through this virtual experience, students will better be able to understand that experiences of enslaved people can vary drastically on just one plantation, and, therefore, the experiences of enslaved peoples can vary to an even greater degree from plantation/owner to plantation/owner. This experience, unlike some other methods of study, is more likely to allow the student to make meaningful connections with the content. Meaningful connections will hopefully lead to deeper knowledge of the material and better learning outcomes.

Objectives:

Academic: By the end of the lesson, the student will be able to___________ 
Identify at least three aspects of plantation slavery (USI.1 a; USI.5 c)
Compare and contrast plantation slavery with indentured servitude by completing a Venn diagram in which he or she will identify at least 4 aspects that are unique to slavery/indentured servitude and at least 3 aspects that they share (USI.5 c)

Intellectual: By the end of the lesson, the student will be able to___________
Use technology to come to a deeper understanding of an area of content (C/T 9-12.2 A, B; C/T 9-12.9 A)
Reflect, in writing, on the life of an historical figure (USI.1 a, e)



Assessment:
The teacher will formatively assess the students understanding of plantation slavery by collecting a question sheet that accompanies the virtual field trip activity for a completion grade.
The teacher will formatively assess students’ use of technology for understanding content by informally observing them during the field trip activity.
The teacher will formatively assess the student’s ability to compare/contrast indentured servitude and slavery by collecting the Venn diagram for a completion grade according to the instructed standards.
The teacher will formatively assess student’s ability to reflect in writing on the life of an enslaved person by collecting their diary/narrative entry for a completion grade.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

Materials/Resources Needed: 
Teacher Laptop
Promethean Board
YouTube video: https://youtu.be/Ajn9g5Gsv98
iPads (x25) **School currently has One-to-One policy in place that provides an iPad to teach student.
Headphone set (x25)**Can be checked out at the media center. Will need to do so a month in advance.
“Slavery at Monticello” App
Enslaved Person Profile Questionnaire **Attached
Word Processor 
Blank sheet of 8x11” printer paper (x30)
Colored pencils

Hook/Intro: 
The teacher will introduce the subject of slavery/plantation slave life by showing an engaging video, “Slavery— Crash Course US HISTORY #13”
This video does an excellent job of introducing students to the subject by use of visuals and graphics (cartoon creations) to detail the overall experience of slavery

Virtual Field Trip Activity: 
The teacher will then explain to the students that they are now about to engage in a virtual field trip experience.
The teacher will instruct students to go to the App Store on their iPads and to download the “Slavery at Monticello” app. If, for some reason a student has not brought his or her iPad to school, they will be allowed to use a laptop from the laptop cart to complete the assignment. Those students will need to visit http://slavery.monticello.org/slavery-at-monticello . 
The teacher will inform the students that they will investigate the life of one enslaved person at Monticello on their own.
Teacher passes out Enslaved Person Profile/Questionnaire to each student.
While they are exploring the various audio/video/text files available on the enslaved person they have chosen to profile, students will be required to complete the accompanying worksheet. 
The teacher will encourage students to explore the full profile available for that particular enslaved person and to go beyond just the questions required in his or her search.

Reflection on the Life of an Enslaved Person
Teacher instructs students to now pull out a piece of paper and a pencil (Students will also be given the option to type this assignment up and turn it in via e-mail).
Teacher explains to students that they are now to create a diary entry (or a dictation) that chronicles an average day in the life of their profiled enslaved person, using as much detail as possible.
Students may use the questionnaire just completed in order to complete the assignment, and are encouraged to use the resources in the app to elaborate as accurately as possible what a hypothetical day in this person’s life would look like.

Compare and Contrast: 
Teacher passes out blank sheets of computer paper to each student
The teacher will instruct students to draw a large Venn diagram on the blank sheet of computer paper provided.
They will need to label one bubble “Indentured Servitude” and the other “Plantation Slavery”. The space in the middle will be dedicated to similarities.
Students will be allowed to use the collective set of colored pencils in the form of the class, if they so choose.
Students will be allowed to work with one partner if they should so choose. The must turn in individual copies of their Venn diagrams.
Students will be instructed to use their previous notes, the “Slavery at Monticello”app, or any other available resources to come up with at least four aspects unique to Indentured Servitude/Plantation Slavery respectively. They will also have to come up with at least three similarities between the two systems. The teacher will give students a half a point of extra credit for each aspect they provide beyond the instructed amount. 
This may be completed for homework if not completed in class

Plan B:	The main technology required for this assignment is the iPads/laptops/Internet/App for the virtual field trip experience. Should either one of the four technologies/resources fail, the teacher will provide paper copies of the written accounts of three pre-selected enslaved peoples who lived at Monticello. These written accounts can be found on the web page http://slavery.monticello.org/slavery-at-monticello  and the teacher will download and print them off before the class period. While these written accounts are not as engaging as the full spectrum of activities/resources available through the app, they should provide enough detail for students to complete both the first and second student conducted activities. The journal entry and Venn diagram activities do not require any electronic technology, and therefore should not need an alternative. Students should have enough information in previous notes/the paper accounts to fill out the Venn diagram. If there are no technological issues, then students will be first encouraged to use their own headphones to complete the virtual field trip. If students do not have a set of headphones, the teacher will have checked out enough sets from the media center for each student to have one.



Differentiation:

	This lesson has many ways to engage students on different level in order to both understand content and create a product to demonstrate their understanding. The introductory video provides a dynamic display of information for both auditory and visual learners.

	Likewise, the virtual field trip experience on the app allows students to experience the life of their profiled person through a variety of audio/visual/textual resources so that students can best select a format that suits their needs best in order to engage with the content.

	Students have been given the option to type-up their journal entry, or even use text-to-type software (if available), if handwriting/other motor skills are an issue.

	Students who work best in groups have been given the opportunity to work with a partner for the compare/contrast activity.

Adaptations for iep/504 plans:

	Students whose IEP/504 plan requires them to have extra time to complete the assignment will be allotted that time. Struggling students who, for whatever reason, will not be able to complete the field trip activity on their own, will be matched up with a stronger learner as a partner for all assignments. The teacher will also provide definitions for complex key terms that might be in found in any of the documents encountered in the app.
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Name:____________

Enslaved Person Profile:

Person’s Name:
Birth/Death dates (if known):
Family Member’s (if known):





Occupation:

How was this person treated by owner/overseer/free peoples? Be sure to provide specific examples?






Were there any ways in which this person rebelled against his or her enslavement? If so, what were they?




List any other facts about this person you found interesting:
