Where in the World is Mikey*? 
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	Strand
	Geography

	Topic
	Where in the World is Mikey?

	Primary SOL
	K.4 – The student will use simple maps and globes to
a) develop an awareness that a map is a drawing of a place to show where things are located and that a globe is a round model of the Earth;
b) describe places referenced in stories and real-life situations;

	Related SOL
	(reading/writing) K.12 The student will write to communicate ideas for a variety of purposes.

	Background Information
	Mikey was in Mrs. A’s kindergarten class until the end of November. His father, an Army sergeant, was re-stationed in Germany. Many of his friends miss him and ask questions about where he went. This lesson provides an opportunity for students to practice writing by composing short messages, and an opportunity to learn about another culture/country.

	Hook/Engage
	Share pictures of Mikey and his family in Germany and explain that we will get to learn more about his adventures overseas. 

	Vocabulary
	Define:  Map, Stuttgart, military, Skype, Letters, near/far

	
	Plan A
	Plan B

	Materials
	· Computer with Internet connection and downloaded Skype application (skype.com)
· SmartBoard
· Email account with picture and document attachment capability 
· Google Maps at google.com/maps
	· Computer with internet connection
· Email account with picture and document attachment capability
· SmartBoard
· Camera (phone, disposable, DSLR, etc).
· Google.com/maps

	Student/Teacher Actions (delivery)
	 Students will find Stuttgart, Germany on a map:
--The teacher will explain Google maps, and demonstrate finding Newport News, VA on a map. Ask students if they have ever left the state; ask if they have ever left the country. Give students time to respond. After they respond, ask if they think that x location is “near” or “far” from Newport News. Explain the words if necessary: can act out or use pictures. Locate Stuttgart, Germany on Google Maps. Have students guess how long it would take to walk there. Demonstrate that this is impossible (body of water in the way). Ask students if they know what the blue part of the map is (water). Explain that even if there weren’t water, it would take a very long time to walk to Germany. Ask students if there is a form of transportation that would work (flying/airplane). Ask them to “predict” how long it would take to fly to Stuttgart, Germany from Newport News. Find the answer using Google Maps. Tell students that while Mikey is far, we have great tools to help us talk to him as if he were with us. Define “email” and tell students that they will get a chance to help send an email message to him. 
Give students paper and pencil. Model the letter format “Dear Mikey, …..(body)….., From, (Name).” As students work, walk around classroom to provide support. Some students may wish to draw a picture about what they think Mikey is doing/what they are doing in class. As long as they write their name on the paper, this is perfectly acceptable. Collect student responses, and conduct interviews with students to determine the meaning of messages and to ask for clarification of the message (to be typed into the email for Mikey if needed). 
Scan papers into an email attachment and send to Mikey. 
Next step: explain to students that we will get to talk to Mikey over Skype. Explain that it is like a phone call with video, for students that haven’t used it. Schedule a call with Mikey around 12:00 p.m. (6 p.m. in Germany). 
Ask students to prepare one question and keep it in their heads. Interview students one on one to ensure they are comfortable “interviewing” Mikey/they have an appropriate questions. Provide examples for students who are stuck. Take notes to help prompt students if they forget during the Skype call. 
Conduct Skype call with Mikey. Have prepared questions on hand if students seem shy or nervous about talking to Mikey: project onto Smartboard. 
(Phone call should last around 15 minutes). 

	(First part, finding Germany, is the same as the other) 
Students will be instructed to write a short message for Mikey, with one question about his life in Germany. Teacher will prompt the typical letter format: “Dear Mikey” on the Smartboard (see Plan A for more information). Students will write their messages by hand on one day, and the teacher will interview them one on one about the letter, making notes to type up into the email for clarification.
The teacher will scan the messages and attach them to an email, and send to Mikey’s dad. 
When Mikey responds, the teacher will pull up the email, and go through any photos Mikey and his dad have attached. The students will practice finding words on the SmartBoard: The teacher will save the email text as a picture and put on a SmartBoard document so students can go through with the SmartBoard pens and underline words. 


	Assessment
	Writing prompt: short message (to be scanned and sent to Mikey) with one-on-one interview for clarification of message. Students will also prepare an “interview” question about Mikey’s life. 
Formative: students share during interview whether Germany is near or far from Newport News, VA. 
	Same, minus “interview” question



	Extensions and Connections
	· Video file messages from Mikey about his life, traded for video file messages from our classroom could continue throughout the year. 
· Explain the time difference: could use a video such as https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=widWLhIIbzs or explain on a globe using the Prime Meridian and time zones marked with Expo Marker. 

	Strategies for Differentiation
	· Some students may be more comfortable drawing a picture for Mikey. Scanning the papers into a file to be attached to the email allows for this communication to be accessible to Mikey in Germany. 




